
Common mistakes in citation/ referencing 
 
1) For instance, study has shown that people with T2DM who reported walking for at least two 
hours per week had a 39% lower all-cause mortality rate than those who reported no walking  
(Hu F. B., 2001).  
 
 
 
2) Rose V & Harris T, (2009) reported that factors, such as patient self-efficacy and general 
practitioner (GP) communication in self-monitoring of blood glucose, were more likely to 
optimise diabetes self-management behaviours. 
 
3) Researchers have shown that illness representations are associated with self-management 
behaviours and treatment outcomes across a range of chronic diseases (Griva, Myers, & 
Newman, 2000; Hampson, Glasgow, & Strycker, 2000; Glasgow, Hampson, Strycker, & 
Ruggiero, 1997). 
 
 
 
4) Larme and Pugh (2001) point out “those who have lower educational attainment usually have 
greater difficulty in understanding physicians’ explanations about diabetes and its management” 
(p.60) 
 
Researcher claimed that “it is maintained that medicine has greatly improved” (John, 1985, p.74)   
 
 
5) In his study of the work of Dawkins, Harris (2007a) emphasised the use of rationality in the 
former’s argument. However it is clear that this was not the only strength of the original  
author (2007b) 
 
Harris, S. (2007a). Dawkins: a history. London: Evolutionary Press. 
Harris, S. (2007b). Evolutionary thought. London: Evolutionary Press.  
 
6) I used purposeful sampling to ensure my participants were instructors most familiar with 
FAST strategies (John, 2011)  
 
According to John (2011), purposeful sampling helps researchers gain qualified participants who 
meet a set of criteria; therefore, I used this sampling technique to select the instructors most 
familiar with FAST strategies 
 
7) Jones (as cited in Thompson, 2012) stated that the nursing shortage has led some government 
officials to propose recruiting nurses from other countries, including Mexico and Canada.  
 
 
 
8) In the video “Nurse Leaders,” Dr. Smart (Laureate Education, Inc., 2010) identified the 
characteristics of leadership as competence, openness, confidence, and strength. 
 

(Hu, 2001); no need to include initials 

Rose and Harris (2009) 

Harvard style: sequence according to year 
APA: sequence according to first author name 
 

Direct quotation need to have page number 

Author with same name and year 

In References 
 

Citing an ‘I Statement’, it should be 

Avoid this, find the original paper from Thompson who stated this. 

Do not include designations like “Dr, PhD,” 


